Delayed pericardial tamponade, mitral insufficiency and VSD after stab wound to the heart.
We report a case of delayed pericardial tamponade and presentation of a mitral insufficiency and traumatic ventricular septal defect (VSD) after a cardiac stab wound in an attempted suicide. Delayed tamponade in combination with a VSD and mitral valve injury is a rare complication after a stab wound to the heart. Normal echocardiographic findings, no murmur at admission and relatively benign clinical conditions may be misleading after cardiac trauma. The presented case links the rapid deterioration of the clinical condition and the development of a pericardial effusion to a Valsalva maneuver.